


14

Qe -F1A

feFeRur eBRa uQ-uadt

® 317G AEAd

Toloa & siferamiar sTeait i ATl 9TeaT ot ZoRa HEEY Y&T B- I () AR
SIS el ‘TS’ ohl B, Tdhd T I (cd) AT H ‘AfeFa=’ &l IFT. T¥ahd
o1 ‘I5¢” HRUT H ‘Ieq¥’ 2l I, 3RS 497 ol A1H HI Tehd i o &.

TET AT ISR Hel Al Fed ST &; oATehd 3168 IS 81 STd. d TR -HR FeA
e ST &, Il ITfd U el § AT o STEPEH, Th-5aY & dEad,
FoTaleh HIH 2T SheId el ITfd & ofsT TEl T, ATST I15aT hl T ehl Il -Fee-
TEAT o1 ITfe] o SRTeR 2.

HIe ST & SA1fe Geisil <l UgIeT H Tad s316] SAHIFT, 707 M (3T),
‘I (TeT), AYF (ITST) 3N I5¢ () o A1 Y. T3 91 J eredl o 9y 4,
Te-Tena o I8 foru Iuaph of,

farga 1 FATETaY. ATSTET H U9TaT= SAfIehiaT 9Teal ol FTd Hi 9 &,

faga &7 e amfe AT § ST & fo7u 91 918 o, 9Rd § € 98, v,

I, GIT-a9TcR] ehl i ATSAT H 26 9758 H HF! &0-%a (- aRed g4I,
|| S S B ST 21T, HIR H AT | % STe Bl S SIS H I
| | 953 oo g1 = & w47 2@ e 36 A1E b1 g1 SR ighd WS F 1

Z1Y hl YT AT H 29 91ea H ahithl @+ GRac g3 o1; oifehd AT
ol U] H IR % foTT RIS 9Tsa B, T SN ‘& oh1 ATIH] SAGATd hlh
(hIET) SR ‘PT (ehl3T) H Sl ST Hehel €.

ARAT ST ol HTem-H1aT 9g] 7 &; olfeh ZLH Hite SUTe A .
I e SUUTh & [T ‘13’ F ‘HIIS’ 9158 G,

SeT o oI ARA™ R SATie /ST A7 I 968 A ARG H aAlehivg
&1 T8I, IHeh! ST TEhd I8 ‘Sedldn’ o ATHIT ‘Sl 5 of ol 8. HAPTg fTed
T ‘goilge’ ol oig T ‘a8 3R ARATS! § ‘Geld’ ‘Set’ & TSI 9168 &, 21
HTSTSAT = sfed o [l 3T - ATl 9158 ST’ I &1 i AT [T, I o 30T otk
T (YEH) Sl FRTE ST 6T, JUURT AIET 5 29 U HAH 9168 @l

éﬂ&dl FI SARR T AR I () T ‘SR & H,

TFIHT TRT G \

y,

FTHTE; AAAIT feeal SToree, e 2013
2 | Faiia ateeferar R stesiee | srdier 2013

o .'-'.'|'|'. ;:




Cﬁ%r el
fufden See-3fda &1 a8

T, W 3R D, T Hhx-fagw e &
IR o &l H & e 7 3 SIR-I
G4 of Sl 8, TaHa &l S Fesl afaa
2, d GaHd &. A 2 JfFadl @l Foid I & F- a1
fordl Thg T UeRT AT 2. 29X MITEH i gHuT, FH &I
I e % s[4 hl Fl d GNRAT Ueh T4 TR bl A
H Fedl & T8 UM, W A i UFd A SR w8,

O AT & T JoddH 3PT fafden 8. s ee &
ferferer FruTfed el & [T ded & 39 HIGI Hl TR Iei
al g H oAl B, UBAT 8- & Fgd, Tal-IHl AR gd-
59 aall 3 2T SR fawaT & TEnT suneR @R e
T el I &- G9-59 Hl GEF THSE a1l P Uik g5
o1 2l % fawa oA T8 @R Tehd 98 We UM ok IR
&1 ST &, Wigqer, foar 2 faem o fom ga &1 Ted e
&1 W [AfdeT &, R 99-39 IH-I90H, SE-Wed G
551 9 W g fofden &1 24 2. 79 & 3al % 999 9 §ad
T I TreE & fafder vem #edl &,

(Feafd o, oo, g9l AR fo=m waa & geama 9)

TR PO SR

FTYTT: AT fgeat STEeiee, e 2013

3 | Faiq sArecforaT ReeT STewee | o1« 2013

W' 4




FoTh feaq

Ao X 7qiaie § wfday 25 3« &I, T9° g 9gg & I\ 25 o5a 1915 &1 sfieciorar
ST TSI o GIAahi o Tehl & TATIAT T T IALA hl I |, Aol [Qad o & H TATAT ST 2

afSret TPl it G STl 6 Aqgcd § gU qehl 94T o AT HIO0 I3 H 9T 9eT § 8% gdred gu i
AT T ITH g A1 AEorAT % 8709 HF 9517 T 19441 dTH =714 gul

T AT qRiE T qAG1 6 Tfa § G A0 it ToTeT«adl i §eF T § GHIIal il SIS (1
STTAT g 3T Sf9aT & TN ST S{ad Fier@rd & Jid §a@qTd Se i Sl gl

AT AT H T ARG & A19-87, Ty T THIIE Tl & TA I qe T T gl AT (T
STTAT - s 907 e & forw, 9 611 § aaAT 3 qaqd G sl Seh TaTT A rdr | qent Sird
2l

T TF THTIIRT ST SAATSIHAL & 1= g’ &A1 qeht e & [fa ua wurfug foremera & 36 it =it Gipat
T ST AR AT gl fereTera | 22<h =l T ATaAT 9T F ZaT7 &1 g oAl & S 36 Tl o-

“IT AT AT TG |, Rregi= 94T G T M Sita Fferare fham—siw o us 7=y 397 &t gt § @ gu
2l

“STT | FRATTT H TTH gU—ATe a8 (A<l o AT Tehi & I—Thd Tl FATL 397 H A1 A1 A gU o—
FHTL feT I Sia< TET 21

qTATHA—3TTT AT &l Tl oI T 3 AAT ol TR&—AT1 10 AT AT Tgl ¢ gHIL

g2 ¥ aifd@s  foswE €)1 29 g 9% afee & § a1 ot oF ga o
AT BT TTE1”

AT o wa stteeforaT 3= o+t afaet it Tgfa sie =T & afa agistfer =i

HaaAT STE FHdaT gl

I FHTHATAT Figd

CEf’a{—’f' :‘,:;9—) HI JJ e/

U FHTL AT, HATSh




ST 3797 /9
SIBEIREAS RIS
AT AT TaT

EEIEAEE K SRR )

[N .
&llde Scnel ol

faex fgaT=rer FAT I n
oGl STATS T
SERICCIGESIE

SEECIEINICEIE

e T STATAT

SERIVE R P C A

o
HIXd AT TAT

STg, TTg, T g

ST ST 5T ST g

5 | Faiq sArecioraT fRrat STevee | o1d« 2013



ST 7T H2T: Fddl T 134
HETT [FFTRT 1 5% [39T & §HI2 979 377 &1

-FqT 1-89-1
Taug-g=
T ST T AT AT e I U, e T A 31
LT FHET ST AT SANT—AT T T oot T 1 O TSP 32
TET AT GRAAT TEHTT T Lo 9 AT TS AT H TR B oot 33
FITTH TV et 11 TE G ATT TT B e 34
International Centre of Nonviolence Australia POSt TS ..o 35
LaUuNCh REPOM.......c.cueeeereeeeeeeeeeieeeeee e 12 BT HBF et en s en e e 36
Celebrations of Bhavan's Holi Mahotsav 2013: A TTET TTH F TG creeerereeeereseeeeeseesee s sese s eesesesees 39
REPOM. ...ttt ettt 16 T HT HIE, TTH TATAT oo 41
H AT TGA T TTFTAT | et VAT e R ik KA e R o B s S 42
LG LR R 2 £ I 1 = OO RRR 22 T A, TR TR, T T e 44
LSl 1 R £ B A = L 1 AR T 1 - 7 1 OO 48
S S AR A 2 £ 25 T BT TR .eeieceiesceeieseeeesseese et eesese s ns e essneees 48
AT T ATRT T oo, 27 FET BT T coeitiecececeeeeeee ettt 49
TTH-FT FT HE ettt nneens 30 IR ATH AT TTERIT oo 49
CIEGIRPAECIRED] WT PEINEEE R ERK EIEED
IGENER: e i T
president@bhavanaustralia.org
R EDRE
e AIET WA TG ;. F07 FHT AT (FITEF); T ZA2T (W7
EIREIRI ] T TS TET HTEH); STATHT 39T (FEAT)
LT AT gL
CIEE] ofreT FAR FISTET
= fA<er. T

e FFem, ToaTed ATIUT GATERIATA, Feqar =,
ST ATLTea, TIeAT 9, FOT FHTL AT

reTeT: Wiz a=w

e wemfen Afwdt qemar fg (el & of awa
SYIIT), WETHIEH Wed el (iegferar § 09 9 Sgi),
HETHIEH TToig f¥g TelE (Aeeierar # I ATea SHTIT)

TS ST HX&Th: qemien ua. qoraet (fefem § oFf ara
FIA AL AT ATTANT [A=AT AT SAELTAT & FHEATTH)

x

6 | A= seciorT fEre

pr@bhavanaustralia.org
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan Australia
Suite 100 / 515 Kent Street,
Sydney NSW 2000

Tg & Tl 8 aadia steeforar B eTesee § aREeEaten &
fA=Te, Faeia siecferaT Rt sTesiee a1 g9res & fa=m gf | Fadid
steeferar =t sTesree fft off T o o e o # Tt
FIA T ATTFT GRIAT T@AT g | #1977z Teqa T oA i
A FUTEhiT TR wae stfeeferar #it gufxy g 3w == Fidiaze &
Arfers it forfea srata foaT O Ter 72 T S asar |

Tasita stre foraT 3t =15 Vol. 1 No. 7, ISSN 2200 - 7644

T 2013



| -ion?l Anthem
aI-I_Ietu rejoice,

xyourp an:d free;

We'll to}l with heart&

e d | 1 |
' Mczmmon eahf c.rs (\ ¥ W

2nowned of all the lands; -

7 Iﬁ?ﬁﬁ-ﬂ@%ﬂT%ﬁ?fgﬁﬁEIﬁﬁ2013



fereft a<fiet

T 3T foe i str@-fA=edt

(W@W##ﬁé@wm@
HERIAT il o7 TS, ‘M j TEA-STAT i EEE,
TR A hT FRATE f TIEH E agh
TITY gead, gaT LT, FghT § G-I,
ST HSAT, 9T SATET @A et 7 & AT
HE GHE, FTel FI3T, 04 2ol et ofer s,
S T | et 39 ferdt 3ufaT|
R tE ; ﬁw?ﬁwwg?
T caagy TETE
St St gl &
o =Y, e e FILA & TILL AATY,

’ ’ T {3, =&, a

e 3Hb, Hel ‘
&= T S o At str-fa=re,
-y, J- &1, AT, FHSIIAT
T, ga Aghdt off e,

TToRe AT, ST gHTRT,

IETRESENEE

STIeRT o 30T AT

o o o
[lAal=aYcl, HIXTHIT,

IST-AN, Yo 7T ST g 9T €

FAT T o AIF doil 72 ST it 2

ST 3 T g

Star Sft 2 — 9T FFHGT

8 | A=t SArecioraT fgwt sTevree | srier 2013




LTI AHLL ST AT SANT— 7] & T2

T T A T Y

—=1 ¥ T A¥ gRa=T QAR § & #f Teq 91
T foger faae #7

—F=T, AT AT STFTT gHTE AT a4 gl &,
form grfeam o femmr et v 92 9% o S ar
FTATALI H TG il T AR A HELA Aqar
2| formeT AT o7 U weered & oo ey
Tl BUMAT S@HT a7 gFA

e SuT wew &t et svew

7 &7 FT [T ST ST 39 3ve
TATALI F AT FIART dH
e ar e & onfr
gaTest ¥ & Al T
TEe H S Ul S
gratedt  foeell  UEAT e
g e & femmr & B
THT =@ AT AT

- \-..hll
rl

—RT AT S =Tl

—=4T, 3G9 A T et
ﬁww%zﬁ'{uﬁ?ﬁ@r
Fre g T o 9T qIEt i araer
IqT d7 A9 AT o 70 AET IH 7Y T &,

ATl TROANT T 2 |, geaara) ST HI gLa=!
o, ST 7 QA F8T, AAE-aard Ji=d a9l

i --f"

,q»,

—T =T a2

o O

" i
-ill "y

-‘ "'- "llw# lﬁ": ."
e =. "
i -"‘fn.. |

-
el T
3 3

pd -
T PR A
. v 20
" H 3 ‘o g B Vg
] =3 B
. :‘* i Pl im - I_.u. *'_1- " I....
T . i

—=T T 7 o6 S
QT TG TS
AL QT g al 9T &hr
Fraer et w31 oft W@ T
qr qTEt gl g A7 dad
T AT | of ST FL Fgl AT b <AT! TLIAT 6
oo grfeees a7 81 A @ 9=t i aae
AT AT o ST, aAter |, Tl §, F F T,
IHT FHTT H0 3T JEF 9%

AT b M| ag Rl go
e TITAr & R oW A
SIETE NG ?;l"%
':m - SATFETES FT IcASiA

.-Jf Wﬂﬁa‘cﬁ STt
.',-_ '..h{ S ST ALSAar
5 R ff@_ * for grivee
% s EEERIEEER
'-*---'-'-'5 !\ ";'I E&ﬁﬁ?ﬁ'mﬁ
i, ﬁ:‘dﬁ U S A, wE
S '-3""*-@*;"’. r - : ;
_ﬁ_‘@ RSP T TR H
SRR SRS Yoy BT A i
gIdT, R Aall ¥ ar
Hag Fd &, AT gt AN 9!
A T AN 2R ST gEIA

FAT 31 A g He A=A & AT

-

—FT FIHT q?

9 | qaq sAfeferaT =T =

=oee | 3% 2013



agar off, AT ged ¥ g =) Gt & T
AT FT BIE-HIET Al & (o7U i S 147 qr grar
Tel gl AT I1q, TATRed UHT AS-3THT a&]
gATE § TEM A ST ETHAd & o el
ST 8, T8 99 IEd gl I F AT | ar

STTEHAT 3T TS &, ATehel ATl THT ST AT &
e S a= T g2 8 Y f AU SHMEET
FHATRAT I¥ ALET ZAT AU 3 ST T iy
& Aae A T FATEAE TgATa [ At #7
U TEHY HH G199 & T I8 LA il ArcH =T
FEAT ATRTN TAT F=T B o=t A F1 7orq

'Qﬂ-?

TETINRT AT F g7 Tl g o T qeear qier F
AT o A= AL SO S o FTae FRHT o S0

araer faar Bt e § U, 2T F qgEr wHiE F
e § e I Red H# wie wT & S
AT, T T GLAT Ifeld I A I AT Al
g1 ST, A(AA HIe FIF FH THHT Al § qel 6 HIe
I H SR of STUAT| J9€ ATEAIT % s |7
TAL A (AHRTAFT of STTUAT v Rt i aore o 7
T, T BT At wwan R g fesT # U
Fd3T rar g1 AT A1 98 T A g AT A &l
HIEE gl AT, I &l TIT T&1h 9T g1 ALET
Tel gl T 19 A8 o6 oW Jiaa 98 FT A af
ST o7 97 39 wAT(es q8 gl ATl g2 dra<r
AT, A T FIA F aT8 FATSAT F ITE SATAT &
A ag ot oA FT % Jgl o7 "l AT A
SH T AT BT AT AT TEIANT FF STUAT, 0]
T T Tal gl g aEh @ uw vE Aeiw
w9 9% o foar e af@q smer & @y g1 —sweiE wwes, smerer, Rl s, Reeft wwm v gy,
ITAA T FIA * [oI0 Al FATST AT AhL AT Agl  (oral (AT H=o (HIAT HETG FEHTH HATT, G AT, TS T
gl A T@r % uF el Sq aiqe i Taq T el g F A # 5w o 9w s

Il'a.@% ?'l'iﬁ, d"l°rr;\| Sk Ti@*” = ﬁl a?aﬁ-@-ﬂ:ﬁ- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BIK4lk_XiJM

10 | Fa=ita sitectoraT f@wat sTeeiee | 3der 2013



THEATS ST T 7™ Fiaar

Afeaw =X

e TFA o TTHAT HAHIT 19 °¥ 92 o (031 % a7 g1 HT T o, 3 SHT T0T TET 979 F FAL |
EEMRER I

TITIT AT ==y (=TT o, Iegid AT IS THA I &f T ST AT| Svg @HT U A(<h 7 Fgl—I 9T

AT T3 T Fagdl g, AT AT TS5 2

TRIET AT A ATH-FHT I TSHL g AT Ueh AT A1 AT, THTH A [A—FAT Fgall 872

TR FEAT g—aT-Tvd | IHAT HI[e F Hle AT AR =0 G947 751 8l

31 g, AHT et T BIHLT & T GH ART AT ST ST qh °TH GIAd T8 ol FAATHRT TR a9 7 FaT|

ST ASHT AT Y g1 AT, I Fgl—had Tal del, Aex ATTRT ST THATT 6T 32 T Tl a@dTl

TRIST AT A IJUTerd AT & FHgI—FAT, Fls AIe!

g Fgdl & ATT TE9T FT AT TR =0 Al a1

4t e 3P & AT 22

greeT...?
=07 % form)

TN TF A Tva Fih hgl—A4! Fh sraer § FTF 6 TT9 & ST TEq-27Ed a1l [ 1% FY qgd &L a6
HIT I3T T@T| S T ST 99 F8T == gl g SaF AT |l a9gd a2 I T w1y A7 o Fmver 7
TFWTa-Tawg OT o8 T8 -7 a1 7@ g0 9| T 91 3H @ T (6o qgl 91d | FH0 6 999 § T a1

== o AHHOT F I TT07 af 9= T4 2| Toheq @ agad $=9 &1 T AT| TF q1 STH-q0, AL AAF 6 [T

ST T@HT Tl A5l ST TSAT 9T, HIAT ohell 7 avgh § B2 ALHL (ratoral a1 &1 gl (F797...)

TIFT YTEFIT JTH Fla @zard ST 7 aiged, [, aiia, w1, THT §i7 67 # 87 g1 d721 gfaar &1 9R=97 @97 5797
HTATATATZ] FIDFIT 3 FII T8 &7 AT F [@FFT 91 21T 1797 & G9ad: TFHETT 0F F13 § (7% T30 F1 & 901 7 5777 TEIT
FATATI TTI7 G FATT IZ F AT 7T 29 ST [t qriged, @9f7, Geia sl 71 5777 527 GHIRT F2 [a3T 9T ST a8 Fr7aar #1 1397
BT I7 q1 THF! FAF ITF THATH A W T &7 & gIAT i & ANRA F G & Fegia AqF INETT [T FIT FTFT THAT WArster &
T 375 GTfa e & Fiae geewiT & W1 awariad (3537 9T 971 [eRT a5 7 8 [@FwEa g1 #1727 TTar @a &




International Centre of Nonviolence Australia

Post Launch Report

Inspired by and with the support of Ela Gandhi,
Gandhi Development Trust and ICON (International
Centre of Nonviolence) Durban, we formally
launched the International Centre of Nonviolence
(ICON) Australia on 27 February 2013 at the New
South Wales Parliament House in presence of
Federal and State Ministers, diplomats and a host of
academic, community and religious luminaries.

Ela Gandhi graciously agreed to come from South
Africa for the launch and visited a number of
schools and institutions in Melbourne and Sydney

over 6 days and was engaged extensively with the
Media ABC TV and Radio, SBS and a number of
community Radios and TVs.

The schools, institutions and workshops included:
Ashbury Primary School and Fort Street High
School and Workshops at Parliament House
conducted by Sylvania High School and Parliament
House conducted by Kingsgrove North High School.
Schools program and workshops organised by Dr
Phil Lambert PSM, Sydney Regional Director with
the Department of Education and Communities.
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Events for Ela Gandhi organized by ICON
Australia

Melbourne Program for 24 & 25 February 2013

Ela Gandhi’s visits to Collingwood Children’s
Farm; Hanover Crisis Accommodation Centre,
University of Melbourne Early Learning Center and
Women’s Domestic Violence Centre Lecture at the
Australia India Institute: If Gandhi were alive
today? Full Speech appears elsewhere in this
Magazine.

Public Lecture for 26 February 2013

Lecture at University of New South Wales by Ela
Gandhi: Building a culture of non-violence: the
legacy of Mahatma Gandhi. Full Speech appears
elsewhere in this Magazine.

Lecture for 28 February 2013

Lecture at Olympic Park organised by Soka Gakkai
International by Ela Gandhi: Human Security and
Sustainability. This had been organised Greg Johns,
General Director, Soka Gakkai International
Australia at their Cultural Centre at the Sydney
Olympic Park. Full Speech appears elsewhere in this
Magazine.

Speeches at the Launch on 27 February 2013 in
Parliament House of New South Wales

Hon. Victor Dominello (New South Wales
Minister for Citizenship and Communities, and
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs)

We are in the presence of humanities royalty here
tonight; Ela Gandbhi is a true successor to the mentor
of her grandfather, Mahatma Gandhi. And we are
very privileged to have her here today for the

P launch. This is an important organisation in our
= State,

the International Centre of Nonviolence
Australia, ICON. Any organisation inspired by a
member of the Gandhi family should be one worthy
of support. And when the organisation’s goal is to
promote nonviolence in our lives, it cannot be
ignored.

My support goes automatically to groups who are
reaching out across ethnic boundaries to combine
their individual strengths. While Gambhir Watts and
the Bhavan Australia are setting out to do, the
International Centre of Nonviolence will bring
together some key leaders from our diverse range of
backgrounds to promote this wonderful ideal of
nonviolence. | think this Centre can send a very
powerful message to the world because we have in
this state an almost incredible diversity of race, of
faith, of language in our communities, yet we live in
harmony. If we can exploit that harmony to promote
lives of nonviolence we will have something to
show to the rest of the world, where for sure there is
way too much violence. And | congratulate you
again for this outstanding initiative and when | look
in front of me and | see students here and 1’ve heard
what the MC said in relation to education.
Particularly in my travels as a Minister of
Citizenship and Communities | realise how
important it is in that educational framework to
make sure the message beyond that, the culture of
nonviolence is taught. If we don’t get that right at
the educational level then it’s far harder later on to
bring the genie back into the bottle. So | really
encourage it because this is going to be a movement,
a lighthouse, for where the world needs to be if we
want to truly get to that enlightened stage.

Senator Lisa Singh (Federal Government of
Australia), Acting Chair of UNICEF
Parliamentary Association
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I was delighted when Gambhir invited me to be a
part of this tonight and | think this is a night that will
stay with me for a very long time. To be in the
presence of Ela Gandbhi is certainly something very
special to me.

As someone that grew up with an understanding of
the teachings of Mahatma Gandbhi, of his values, of
his words and | try in my 41 years of life to live out
those principles, words and values of him to then
have his granddaughter here with us tonight, to be
part of this opening of ICON here in Australia is
indeed a fantastic and a very auspicious moment in
all of our lives. There is also no better way to
celebrate Mahatma Gandhi than through the opening
of this ICON because here in Australia like
anywhere in the world we are not immune to
violence. We also have our own share of violence
that occurs here in Australia and | think that if we
can pick up from what Moksha Watts said it is
through education that we can try to change and turn
that around. It is through not only the current
generation but their children and their children’s
children that we hope that one day will have a
country and a world that is free of violence.

Briefly this week the Four Corners program on the
ABC which very much focused on an hour
documentary on violence, it look at alcohol feud
violence, it looked at violence of young men and for
me in my previous political life when | was a
member of the Parliament and a Minister in the State
Parliament in Tasmania | was landed with a
portfolio that perhaps not all Ministers particularly
want to put their hands up for and that was the
portfolio of corrections, of dealing with our
correctional system. And there of course | was
landed with how to approach, how we stop the
recidivism rate of those violent men who ended up
in our prison system coming out and repeating that
action and | found myself looking at the values of
Mahatma Gandhi and looking at how in some way
we can ensure that they come out more peaceful
than they’ve been in in the first place.

Of course | think that the other aspect that Moksha
also picked up on is the fact that women are often
the more targeted gender, not always, but there are
statistics that reveal that women will be more

subject to violence, to sexual violence, in their

lifetime and | think that again is sbmething that in
Australia we are certainly not immune to.

On behalf of the Australian government it is a
complete honour for me to stand here tonight and to
welcome to Australia and to be here with you at this
opening of ICON which is something that the whole
country will benefit from in the future.

Dr Phil Lambert (Regional Director, Sydney
Department of Education; Adjunct Associate
Professor (University of Sydney); Adjunct
Professor (Nanjing University)

What a day it’s been. I have to say this will go down
as one of the highlights of my career. Before today |
think 1 would have said the two most wonderful
women that | spent a day with are my wife and my
daughter, I’m going to extend that to three because I
had the absolute privilege of spending the day with
Ela Gandhi.

From the moment, | actually met her yesterday we
talked through the arrangements for today, but met
her this morning and talked with her throughout the
car trip to Ashbury Public School, one of our
fabulous public schools, where we had the most
delightful program. It’s one of our schools that have
been doing some standing work in White Ribbon,
combating violence against women and girls and we
also have there our Indian Calling Program which
opens clearly the eyes of our students, the majority



clearly are not from Indian background joined up by
video conferences with six other schools who
regularly learn about Indian culture and learn to
appreciate and respect India and its culture. Then we
had a trip to Fort Street High School, we happened
to hear their fabulous band outside, and that was a
wonderful program meeting with the senior students
there and also a major assembly. Apparently the
students at the school, the representative council of
the school, ordered the executive of the school that I
had to be a whole assembly, there couldn’t be a few
privileged students to meet Ela. There had to be the
full student population and there were so many
excited students and the questions were fantastic.

I actually have to say that Miss Gandhi tonight will
go to sleep with a big smile on her face; I’ve never
seen paparazzi like I’ve seen throughout today.
There were cameras everywhere, flashing
everywhere and she was charming. She accepted
every request, every single request. I can tell you my
legs are giving away | am going to flop tonight
when | get home. She has so much energy | kept
asking her if she’d like a little rest that was for me
actually. She is a wonderful ambassador, a
wonderful woman to hear about her work with
Nelson Mandela, with the party, her timing in
government and what she’s been doing since her
commitment. She’s an amazing woman.

His Excellency Biren Nanda, High Commissioner
of India

Senator Lisa Singh, Gambhir Watts, dear friends I
think this a very unique occasion, we are very
honoured to have with us here today Ela Gandhiji
who has devoted her life to continuing the message,
the ideas of Mahatma Gandhi. South Africa was the
laboratory in which Gandhiji refined his techniques.
In a sense when he left India the nationalists politics
in India had begun in 1885 with the founding of the
Congress party but the technique that the Congress
party and his leaders like Gandhiji’s political group
used was constitutional they tried to agitate for self-
improvement within the institutions of the
community department. When Gandhi came to
South Africa he was called to South Africa by a

prominent member of the Indian community.
Gandhiji ~ faced  several  disabilities  and
discrimination in South Africa and he began to
experiment with his technique of nonviolence and
passive resistance. To Gandhiji this was not just
something which was a physical manifestation of
action; it was nonviolence, so if you faced
nonviolence towards your interlocutor and you did
not act violently it was not good enough. That is you
have to exercise self-control and have love and
affection for the person you were dealing with and it
was not just nonviolence in action it was
nonviolence at heart and that | think is very difficult
to achieve which is why when he went back to India
and when he let the mass seek this disobedient
movement against the government he offered ... at
the time when it seemed to be doing very well, it
seemed to be succeeding because for him the means
to the end was very important and for him the
adherence to the discipline of nonviolence was very
important.

Professor Emeritus Stuart Rees (Professor
Emeritus of the University of Sydney, Chair of
the Sydney Peace Foundation)

Stuart Rees delivered the theme lecture: Practicing
Non Violence: Gandhi Legacy, International
Priorities. Prof Stuart said that Mahatma Gandhi
advocated ahimsa — nonviolence — as a way of living
and as a law for life and that his principles of
nonviolence inspired civil disobedience towards
governments and other representations of oppressive
authority. Through skills in organizing, through the
clarity of his philosophy as expressed in letters,
articles and speeches and often through his courage
in fasting, Gandhi led by personal example. He lived
and breathed the principle later embraced by
feminists and others that the personal is the political.

The ideology of nonviolence and the cues for
practice are contained in the language of Shelley and
Thoreau, of Gandhi and King. They painted pictures
of justice and human rights. They knew the ideals of
a freedom which would enhance everyone’s
fulfilment without interfering with others’ freedom
of expression.



The language of nonviolence is crucial. It conveys
people’s interest and appreciation, their gratitude
and creativity, laughter and love. Such words
contrast with the language of violence in politics, in
the crafting of economic, defence or security
policies and in individuals’ behavior, whether in
families, in schools, on the streets, in public or
private organizations. Such violence is crippling and
self-defeating. It has nothing to do with visions of
humanity and cues about conflict resolution
contained in Gandhi’s notion of ahimsa. (Full
speech appears separately elsewhere in the
magazine).

Ela Gandhi

In the last four days she learnt so much in Australia,
by visiting so many schools, so many centres and so
many wonderful things that are happening in the
country and I’m taking back with me a lot of lessons
from here. So I’m not sure how many lessons 1I’'m
going to bring to you but I can only invite you to
come to South Africa, have exchange programs and
let’s learn from each other because that is the most
important thing about ICON.

I want to say that on behalf of Gandhi Development
and Trust and ICON South Africa | want to
congratulate you on this initiative. Indeed we must
work together to build up a rise of awe of
knowledge and respectful models so that it can be
replicated throughout the world and we can make a
difference.

Ela Gandhi giving a brief background to the
formation of ICON in South Africa said that
inspired by Gandhiji’s work in South Africa and his
nonviolent movement a group of volunteers began to
look at how to address the rising violence in the
country and globally. Ela Gandhi said that while the
tendency is to look for solutions in a stringent justice
system approach we look for solutions in Gandhiji’s
ideas. Clearly his approach to nonviolence was
much broader than the strategy to be used in certain
situations.

For Gandhiji nonviolence was a way of life. What
end is the composition of this way of life and how
can we promote it? We brainstormed and came up

with many issues and | know Professor Rees has
talked about many of them already but among them
access to basic needs, universal access to basic
needs such as housing, work, education, healthcare,

learning universal values, nonviolent

equity,
communication, all of nonviolent language and a
less consumer society. Those were some of the
issues brought up at this brainstorming session.

ICON positioned itself for a new and holistic
approach because we found that a lot of the peace
education programs look at study of values, we also
looked at our history syllabus and everybody knows
about Hitler, very few people studied about Gandhi
or studied about Martin Luther King or any of the
peace movements, and there have been many peace
movements before and after Gandhiji we heard
about them but our history books don’t reflect on
those. Gandhiji also emphasized the need for
learning about other cultures and other languages to
broaden the perspective.

In her concluding words, Ela Gandhi said: we look
forward to a long and healthy relationship with
ICON Australia, a relationship which will share
ideas, which will share information and knowledge,
and grow from that networking and that relationship.
(Full speech appears separately elsewhere in the
magazine

Gambhir Watts, Founder and Chief Coordinator
International Centre of Nonviolence Australia



Celebrations of Bhavan’s Holi Mahotsav 2013: A

i
Over

three autumn days Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
Australia celebrated the 11th anniversary of the Holi
Mahotsav starting on Friday 5 April and finishing on
Sunday 7 April 2013 at Tumbalong Park in Darling
Harbour, Sydney. An estimated 12000-15000 people
attended the Sunday festivities. Saturday festivities
were attended by 4000-5000 people.

Our expectation were much higher 20,000 people on
Sunday and 10,000 people on Saturday. The weather
conditions (rain) seem to have effected the people
turn up for the festivities.

Cooking demonstrations were conducted by three of
the participating Indian restaurants: Taj Mahal
Tandoori, Sweet Basil and Taj Sweets & Restaurant.
People enjoyed and learned useful tips on Indian
cooking. Demonstrators liked the enthusiasm of the
people to learn new style and taste of food and gave
useful tips to enthusiastic participants. People tasted
the food and asked for quick tips to try at home.
Looking at the enthusiasm of the people in Sydney
to taste and learn new food, cooking demonstrations
ill now be a part of Holi Mahotsav each year.
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Over
five hundred artists performed during the festival
days and represented a rich mixture of culture,
spirituality and entertainment. The cultural
performances included: Indian, Bollywood,
Classical, Bhangra and Belly dances, fusion and folk
music, Punjabi songs, Balinese and Chinese
performances and a surprise flash mob which
engaged into dance the standing audiences. The
music and dance, yoga, prayers, meditation activities
and dance and art workshops lasted for all three
days. The visitors could enjoy delicious vegetarian
Indian food and craft stalls.

The first day of the festival was dedicated to
schools, young people and children. Thanks to the
great support of the Department of Education and
Communities of Government of NSW and Sydney
Region India Calling Program many school groups
participated with group performances and in art
workshops. At the VIP session for school day Dr
Phil Lambert, Regional Director of Department of
Education and Communities of Government of
NSW expressed his delight for the mutual
cooperation and engagement of school children in
stage and workshop activities. Seven school regions,



namely Mascot Public School PS, Cronulla PS,
Carlton Sth PS, Ashbury PS, Canterbury PS and
Janali PS were to participate but due to whether
conditions only two schools, namely Botany PS and
Carlton Sth PS made to the festivities. The special
school day has become an annual tradition since last
year.

Saturday was the day of spirituality. At noon time
people had started to gather at Martin Place enjoying
ISKCON Sydney stage performances while waiting
for a street procession of more than 500 participants
to start. Departing from Martin Place people passed
through Sydney CBD and Sydney Town Hall and
culminated into Tumbalong Park. The procession
included Rath Yatra (hand pulled Chariot) of Lord
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Jagannatha. The ISKCON devotees chanted prayers
and praises of the Lord while pulling the chariot
together with procession participants.

On Sunday the traditional practice of colour
throwing took place in the designated area in
multiple sessions throughout whole afternoon. This
joyful activity brought many people of different
cultural background together and was celebrated
with happiness and harmony among the participants
and viewers.

During the special VIP session held on the last day
of the festival the special guests expressed the
importance of such events as Holi Mahotsav and
demonstrated their support and pleasure of being
part of the celebrations. Among the respected
speakers who graced the festival there were:
Michelle Rowland MP representing Senator the Hon
Kate Lundy, Parliament of Australia; The Hon
Geoff Lee, Member for Parramatta, Parliament of
NSW (representing The Hon Victor Dominello,
Minister for Citizenship and Communities); The
Hon Amanda Fazio, Opposition Whip, Parliament of
NSW (representing The Hon John Robertson -
Leader of the Opposition); and Dr Phil Lambert,
Regional Director, Department of Education and
Communities, Government of NSW. Among other
visiting VIP guests there were present: Hon. Arun
Kumar Goel, Consul General of India, Sydney,
Government of India; Dr Stepan Kerkyasharian,
Chair, Community Relations Commission for a
multicultural NSW; Thuat V. Nguyen, President,

& Children’s Festival Organisation Inc; Shanker Dhar;
B Amarinder Bajwa, Hashim Durrani;
# Singh Walia; Neera Shrivastav; Dr Yadu Singh and
Al Linda O'Brien.

Harmohan

The success of Holi Mahotsav could not have been
possible without the selfless and untiring support of
nearly thousand artists and performers from a large
number of dance academies and cultural groups. We
bow before and salute them with humility and
greatest gratitude. The crowd passionately danced
and sang with the performers and enjoyed every bit
of the multicultural program. Our special thanks
come to all performing artists—Indo-Aust Bal
Bharathi Vidyalaya-Hindi School Inc; Sahaja Yoga
Music of Joy; Botany Public School; India Jiva; Om
Multicultural; Aparna Dixit; Aziff Tribal Belly
Dance; Chinese Traditional Dance; Samskriti School
of Dance; Shyam Dance; Akriti Gupta; Mayur
Academy; Maya Youth in Performing Arts; Mayur
Academy; Priya Dewan Bollywood Dance
Academy; Alisha Singh; Rhythmic Squad; Nanhi
Kaliyan; Global Gypsies; Taal Dance Academy;
Geetanjali School of Dance and Performing Arts;
Gatka; Ghawazi Caravan; Mango Dance; Nupur
Dance Group; Chiknis; Seema Bharadwaj; Folk &
Fun.



The food stalls during the

Holi Mahotsav pepped
A up the festival by
adding variety to the
event. A wide selection
of delicious Indian
L1 Vegetarian meals,
| beverages and sweets
was offered by
renowned Indian
restaurants: Govindas
Pure Vegetarian,
Swaad-Taste of India,
Sweet Basil, Taj
| Sweets & Restaurant
and Taj Mahal
Tandoori. Stay Cool
Tropical Sno, Sugar
Cane Juice and Tall
Grass Cane  Juice
brought cooling and
calming drinks.

The

stage performances were provided with direction by ~Merchandise stalls and marquees offered great
our great masters of ceremonies: Seema Bharadwaj, ~bargains such as traditional dresses, tops, fashion
Monalisa Grover, Vijay Jogla Reena Koak, Divya accessories, fancy bangles by Simply Gorgeous and
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3 Lebara
m, Shalini Varmani, Soiam Raja and Sophil Mobile offered special SIM cards and discounted
service plans for overseas calls. Vision Asia gave
out discounted prices for their popular Indian
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Hindi Gaurav, Navtarang Newspaper & Radio,
Nepalese Times, and the Epoch Times, Indian
Times, SBS Radio, Chinese Newspaper, Sydney
Morning Herald, Navtarang Media Group, The
Immigration Centre Pty Ltd and ZEE TV who
helped us in making this 2013 festival even brighter
and more diverse.

channels package. Among other stalls there were:
UAE Exchange Australia PTY LTD, India Tourism,
Desi Kangaroos TV, Bank of Baroda, Donate Life,
Money Gram and Sahaja Yoga Meditation marquee.

We express our heartfelt gratitude to our main
sponsors and supporters: Lebara Mobile; NSW
Government:  Premier of NSW, Community
Relations Commission for a Multicultural NSW and
Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority; City of

We appreciate the help of the volunteers Ottavia
Tonarelli, Nathan Nathakumaran, Denisse Pazita

o I AT Codocco, Abhisha

H ."- Srikumar, Xiao

! | . il Li, Angela
Al Hi i : Darke, Andy
I Khai Duy
Pham, Vishal

Joshi and

1! Vaidehi Joshi,
' Tom Li, Aaron
Qin, Michelle

Cheung,

Micaela

Agosteguis,

Jonathan

Perticara,

! Karina Flores

| Sasse, Shruti

Arya, Haerim

Han,

Muhammad

Bilal Sarwar,

Yang Hu, Mi

Christian,

Serina Hajje.

We are grateful
to Brendan Burke
(Venue Hire

Sydney; LAC City Central & The Rocks NSW
Police; Australian Government: Department of
Immigration; India Tourism, Sydney; State Bank of
India, Sydney; AFL Multicultural Program, Sahaja
Yoga and ISKCON Sydney.

We are grateful to our media supporters, Desi
Kangaroo TV, The Indian, Indus Age, Indian Link
ewspaper & Radio, The Indian Down Under, The
0Aus Times, Punjab Times, Masala Newsline,

Manager), Scott Eager (Venue Hire and Event
Coordinator), Allison Jeny, and other staff from
Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority for their
valuable contribution in hosting this festival.
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taxation & business guru

Taxation Guru - using their knowledge and expertise to stay ahead of
the every changing taxation legislation.

Whether you’re a company, partnership, trust or sole trader, you need
help with Super, Salary packages, Fringe benefits, Investments and
deductions.

Call the Taxation Guru, the power to help you make the right decisions.

We endeavour to take the burden off your shoulders and make life easy
by providing a broad range of tax related services.

Contact us at:
Suite 100, Level 4, 515 Kent Street, Sydney 2000
t: 1300 GURU4U (487848) & +612 9267 9255

e: gambhir@bmgw.com www.taxationguru.com.au
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